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sb chan that Averſion, which 1 
l find many People ſhew both 
in their Words and Actions, to 
= thoſe who differ in Opinion from 
them; eſpecially when they differ ſo widely 
as the Jews and Chriftians are generally 
thought to do; which Difference however 
is not ſo great as thoſe who are ignorant of 
the true Chriſtian Doctrines generally ima- 


gine, 
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But as I find that you are not of that 
unmanly Bent of Mind, and that you can 
bear the Converſation of thoſe, who do not 
think as you do, even in Matters of Re- 
ligion; J have ventured to ſet Pen to Paper 
in order to fulfill my Promiſe of giving you 
my Opinion, about the Time of the Com- 
ing of the Meſſiab, which you think is no 
where ſpeciſied in the ſacred Writings. 

By the Coming of the Meſiab, I do not 
mean that Coming of his, which we Chriſ- 
tians think to have been fulfilled about 1750 
Years ago, a little before the Deſtruction of 
the ſecond Temple ; and which we imagine 
to have been expreſsly foretold in the Books 
of Moſes and the Prophets, and Hagiogra- 
pba, and to have been accordingly ac- 


compliſhed by the Birth, and Sufferings 


and Death of Chriſt, or the Meſſiab, who 
then came in a State of Humiliation : But I 
mean the Coming of the Meſfiah in his 
State of Exaltation and Glory ; when the 
Jews are to be reſtored to their own Land; 
and the Meſiab ſhall make a triumphant 
and a perſonal Appearance on Mount Zi- 
on; at which Time the Jews and Gentiles 
ſhall be united into one People under Me,. 
fab, their Shepherd and King; and all Peo- 
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ple, and Nations, and Languages ſhall ſerve 
and obey him. 

Which is an Event that we Chriſtians 
agree with the Jews in the Expectation of, 
and verily believe it muſt come to paſs ſome 
Time or other, if the Scriptures of the Ho- 
ly Bible have any Truth in them : And of 
which we look upon the preſent continued 
and tedious Diſperſion of the Jews, which 
was foretold by the Prophets “ to be ante- 
cedent thereto, as a living Proof, and an 
Earneſt of its Veracity. 

As it may therefore be ſome Satisfaction 
to the Jews in general, and to you, Sir, in 
particular, to be informed of the Time when 
their preſent Diſperſion is to have an End; 
I ſhall, as far as lieth in my Power, endea- 
vour to do it, by explaining thoſe Prophe- 
cies which relate thereto; and which I have 
in ſome Meaſure already performed, by the 
Publication of a Treatiſe entitled + A Diſſer- 
tation on Prophecy,&c. wherein I have ſhew- 
ed from a joint Compariſon of the Prophe- 
cies of Daniel, and the Revelations of St. 
John, that this great Event is to take 
Place about 2 50 Years hence. 


But 
* See Iſa. xi. 11, Cc. and Multitudes of other Places. 


+ Printed firſt in Dublin, and afterwards in London, 
1749. 


(6) 


But as I cannot expect that the Jews, 
while they continue unconverted to the Chri- 
ſtian Religion, will give themſelves theTrou- 
ble of peruſing that Treatiſe; or will give 
any Credence to thoſe Revelations, which 
are the prophetical Declarations of the beſt 
beloved Diſciple of that Jeſus, whom we 
Chriſtians ſuppoſe to have been the Meſ- 
fab, when he came in his State of Humili- 
ation; I ſhall therefore at preſent confine 
myſelf to the Prophecies of the Prophet 
Daniel, whoſe Works the Jews themſelves 
have placed among their Hagiographa, a- 
long with the Pſalms of the holy David, and 
the Proverbs of the wiſe Salomon, and are 
acknowledged to have been divinely inſpired 
by the Conſent of the moſt learned Jewiſh 
Rabbins, and are by ſome of the Authors 
quoted in the Talmud preferred even before 
the Prophecies of Haggai, Zechariah, and 
Malacbi. 

And if we conſult this Prophet, we ſhall 
find ſome Hints which may lead us to this 
Diſcovery. For, ſays he, when deſcrib- 
ing himſelf as ſeeing a Viſion, || Then J 


Daniel looked, and behold there ſtood other two, 
(Angels 


{ 4 Tal, Shanedrim: I Dan. x. 7. xii. 5,6, 7. 
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(Angels in the Appearance of Men) the one. 
on this Side of the River, and the other on 
that Side of the Bank of the River; and 
one faid to the Man cloathed in Linnen, 
who was upon the Waters of the River, now 

LONG SHALL IT BE TO THE END- OF. 
THESE WONDERs? And J heard the Man 
chathed in Linnen, who was upon the Waters. 
of the River, when he held up his Right Hand 
and his Left Hand unto Heaven, and ſware 
by him that liveth for ever, that it ſhall be 
FOR A TIME AND TIMES AND A HALFEF, 
And when He ſhall have accompliſhed to 
ſcatter the Power of the Holy People, all 
theſe Things ſhall be finiſhed. 

Here then it is plain that there is a Pe- 
riod ef Time fixed for the End of thoſe 
Wonders of which Daniel had been ſpeak- 
ing; which was alſo to. take Place, at 
the ſame Time, when the ſcattering of the 
Power of the Holy People was to be ac- 
compliſhed, or finiſhed. W hich Period of 
Time is here notified under the Expreſſion 
of a Time, and Times and a Half. 

In order therefore to arrive at the true 

Meaning of this Paſſage, it will be proper 

ta 


* In the Hebrew it is a Part, but in another Place, 
viz, Dan. vii, 25. it is the dividing of Time, i. e. a Half. 
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to explain what is meant by this Period of 
a Time, Times, and a Half. In the ſe- 
cond Place to conſider what theſe Wonders 
are, and what that End is, which Daniel al- 


ludes to. And then it will alſo be proper 


to find out when it is that this Period of 
Time, which is here enigmatically couched 
under the Expreſſion of a Time, Times and 
a Half is to date its Commencement, 
Which if we can do, it will neceſſarily 
diſcover to us when it is, that the ſcattering 
of the Power of the Holy People is to be 


accompliſne d. 
Nowy the original Word which is here 


tranſlated a Time *, properly ſignifies any 


ſtated, fixed, or appointed Time, or Seaſon. 

It is therefore made uſe of Lev. xxili. 4. 
to denote thoſe annual Feaſts, which were 
every Year fixed to one ſtated periodical Re- 
volution. And therefore may in this Place 
be underſtood to ſignify the Time of the 
periodical Revolutions of the annual Feſti- 
vals, or a Year. And accordingly the Pro- 
phet Daniel makes uſe of the Expreſſion 


of + ſeven Times to denote ſeven Years, 
And 


* 215 
i MAP? Dan. iv. 13, 20, 22, in the He- 
brew Bible; but Dan. iv. 16, 23, 25, in the Engliſh. 
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And alfo in t another Place, he, in ordec 
to explain this Expreſſion more fully, 
fays, the King of the North ſhall come af 
#he End of Times, Years; to ſhew, that by 
the Word Times he meant Tears. And 
Juſtin Martyr, who lived about 1600 
Years ago, remarks that the Rabbins under- 
ſtood the Word Time often to denote a Yar, 
according to the Language of the Prophets, 
So that according to this Interpretation the 
Expreſſion of a Time, Times, and Half a 
Time, or of one Year added to two Years 
and a Half will make three * Yearg 
and a Half. And as a Jewiſh Year is ac- 
cording to common Computation ſuppoſ= 
ed to conſiſt of twelve Months, and each 
Month of thirty Days, theſe three Times 
and a Half will be equivalent to 1260 Days. 
B Having 

t Dan. xi. 13. ] Juft. Dial. cum Tryph. p. 52: 


** To thoſe who believe the Chriſtian Religion 
this Interpretation can be proved to be true to a De- 
monſtration ; becauſe this Period of a Time, Times, 
and Half a Time, is in the Revelations of St. John ex- 
preſsly ſaid to be equivalent to 42 Months, and to 1260 
Days. Compare Rev. xii. 6. with Rev. xii. 14. and 
xiii. 5. And to thoſe who do not believe Chriſtianity, 
it is nevertheleſs an unconteſtable Proof, that above 
1700 Years ago this Expreſſion of a Time, Times, and 
Half a Time, was underſtood by ſome of the Jews 
2 to be equivalent to 42 Months, or 1260 

ays. 
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Having thus diſcovered what Period of 
Time is probably denoted by the Expreſ- 
Gon of a Time, Times, and a Half, let us 
now proceed to find out what theſe Wonders 
areto which the Prophet Daniel alludes ; the 
only Way to diſcover which is to have Re- 
courſe to the preceding Part of theſe Vi- 
ſions, that were revealed to Daniel; and in 
particular to enquire whether there are any 
which have a Reference to this remarkable 
Period of 4 Time, Times and a Half, from 
whence we may be enabled to Guns | its Come 
mencemert. 

And if we look into the duds Chapter 
pf that Prophet we ſhall there find that Ne- 
buchadnezzar the King had dreamed a 
Dream, which he had forgotten, of which 
Daniel did not only tell him the Interpre- 
tation, but alſo the Dream itſelf, as follow- 
eth. * Thou, O King, ſaweſt and beheld a 
great Image: This great Image whoſe Brigbr- 
neſs was excellent ſtcod before thee, and the 


Ferm thereef was terrible. This Image's 


Head was of fine Gold; his Breaſt and bis 
Arms of Silver; bis Belly and his Thighs of 
Braſs ; his Legs of Iron ; bis Feet part of 
Inu and Part of * Thou ſaweſt till a 

Stone 


* Dan. ii. 310 
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Stone was cut out without Hands, which 
ſmote the Image upon its Feet, that were of 
Jron and Clay, and brake them to Pieces: 
Then was the Iron, the Clay, the Braſs, the 
Silver, and the Gold broken to Pieces together, 
and became like the Chaff of the Summer- 
tÞrefſhing Floors, and the Wind carried them 
" away, that no Place was found for them ; 
and the Stone that ſmote the Image became 
4 great Mountain, and filled the whole 

Earth. | 
Then Daniel proceeds and ſays, This. is 
the Dream; and we will tell the Inter- 
pretation thereof before the King. Thou O 
King art a King of Kings; for the God of 
Heaven hath given thee a Kingdom, Power, 
and Strength, and Glory, Thou art this Head 
of Gold. And after thee ſhall ariſe another 
Kingdom inferior to thee. I hat is, the King- 
dom of * Perfia, which was denoted by 
the Breaſt and Arms of the Image which 
were of Silver; which Kingdom was erect- 
B 2 ed 


* This Viſion of Daniel's is univerſally acknow- 
ledged by all the Jewiſh Rabbins, as well as Chriftian 
Divines, to refer to the four great Empires of the 
World, viz. the Aſſyrian, Perſian, Grecian and Ro- 
man ; and the Stone which was cut out without Hands 
and ſmote the Image, to repreſent the Kingdom of the 
Aeſſiab. | 


(1 
ed by Darius and Cyrus out of the Ruins 
of the Kingdom of Af/yrie poſſeſſed by Ne- 


buchadnezzar, and his Succeſſors. 


And another Kingdom, ſays Daniel, of Brafs 


Hall ariſe which ſhall bear Rule over all the 


Earth. That is, the Empire of Greece, which 
ſhall ſucceed the Per/fian Empire by the Con- 
queſts of Alexander over Darius. 

And the fourth Kingdom ſhall be ſtrong as 
Tron; foraſmuch as Iron breaketh in Pieces, 
and fubdueth all Things : And as Irm that 
breaketh all theſe, ſo ſhall it break in Pieces 
and bruiſe, That is, the Roman Empire, 
which brake in Pieces and ſubdued all the 


Kingdoms round about it, and brought all 


the Potentates in Europe, Aſia, and Africa, 
which was the Extent of the then known 
World, into Subjection under its Power. 
And, ſays Daniel, aubereas thou ſawef 
the Feet and Toes, Part of Potters Clay and 
Part of Iron; the Kingdom ſhall be divided, 
but there ſball be in it of the Strength of Iron. 
That is, this Empire, notwithſtanding its 
great Power, ſhall be rent in Pieces, and 
ſhall be divided into feveral leſſer Principa- 
lities, as ſo many Toes; and yet nevertheleſs 
It ſhall not be fo much reduced, but that 
there ſhall ſtill be left fo much of its Im- 


Perial 
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perial Power, as may be faid to partake of 
the Strength of Iron, 

And foraſmuch as thou faweſt the Tron 
mixed with miry Clay ; and as the Toes of the 
Feet were Part of Iren, and Part of Clay; 
fo the Kingdom ſhall be partly ſirong aud parks 
ly broken, 

And whereas thou faweſt Iron mixed with 
the miry Clay, they ſhall be mingled among 
the Seed of Men. That is, theſe Toes, or 
theſe new erected Principalities, ſhall not be 
occupied by Perſons belonging to the Roy- 
al Family, but being mixed with miry Clay, 
ſhall be divided among the Invaders of this 


Empire, who ſhall be of the Seed of Men, 


that is of low Extraction, and not of Roy- 
al Blood, In Confirmation of the Truth of 
which Part of this Prophecy, I think I 
need only mention the Remark made by 
the Authors * of the Univerſal Hiſtory, on 
the Invaſion of the Weſtern Empire by O- 
doacer, who made himſelf King of Tah. 
+ At length, fay they, 1taly with its proud 
Metropolis, which had for ſo many Ages 
* given Law to the Reſt of the World, 
* was enflaved by a contemptible Barba- 
rian 
Univ. Hiſt, Vol. VII. B. ii. Ch. 332 
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WV rian, whoſe Family, Country, and Na# 
* tion, are not well known to this Day. 

Then the Prophet proceeds: Nor ſhall 
ebey cleave one to another, even as Iron is noi 
mixed with Clay. That is, theſe Tres, or 
theſe ſeperate Kingdoms ſhall never unite, 
again into one Principality. Which is a 
Truth that we daily ſee verified by the ſepe= 
rate Intereſts, which the various Kingdoms 
in Europe, Afia, and Africa at preſent pur- 
ſue; and the Independency which they till 
preſerve on the Roman Empire, of which 
they were formerly only ſo many Provinces. 
And which we may be affured will never bo 
united again under one Univerſal Monarchy, 
till che Stone cut out without Hands becometh 
e great Mountain, that is, till the Kin rn 
of the Meſſiah. 

For, ſays Daniel, and in the. Days. of theſe 
Kings ſhall 'the God of Heaven ſet up a 
Kingdom, which ſhall never be deſiroyed ; and 
tbe Kingdom Hall not be left to other People; 
that is, while this Empire thus continueth 
divided, the God of Heaven ſhall erect a 
new Kingdom, which hall not be left to o- 
iber People, that is, ſhall not deſcend like 
the Inheritance of other Kingdoms to a 
Succeſſion of Princes, but ſhall remain un- 

des 
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1 der one continued Head; and ' ſhall break in 
$ Pieces, and conſume all theſe Kingdoms, and 
it ſhall land for ever. 
Whence it is reaſonable to conclude that 
this laſt Kingdom, which is alluded to by 
Daniel under the wonderful and ſupernatu- 
ral Emblem of @ Stone cut out without 
Hands, which became a great Mountain and 
filled the wwhole Earth, and which is particu- 
larly ſpecified, as ſet up by the God of Ha- 
ven never to be deſtroyed, and which, ſhall 
not be left to other People, but ſhall and for 
ever, is the Kingdom of the Meſſiah. 
Which will ſtill appear more plainly un- 
der the next emblematical Viſion that was 
ſhewed to the Prophet Daniel, which is ſtill 
more particular both in the Deſcription of 
this Kingdom of the Meſiab, and of the 
Time of its being ſet wp. | 
For days Daniel, * In the firſt Year of Bel- 
ſhazzar, King of Babylon, Daniel + had a 
Dream and Vifions of his Head upon his Bed, 
Four great Beaſts came up from the Sea, di- 
vers one from another. The firſt was hike @ 
Lion, and had Eagles Wings : and, ſays 
Daniel, I beheld till the Wings thereof were 
Slucked, and it was lifted up from the Earth, 
and 


4 Pan. vii. 1, Ce. + Heb, Saw; 
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end made fond nhon the Feet as a Man, and 
& Ma#'s Heart was given to it. And behold 
another Beajt, a ſecond, like toa Bx Ak, and 
# raiſed itf:IF upon une Side, and it had three 
Ribs in the Mouth of it, between the Teeth of | 
it. And they ſaid thus unto it, ariſe, devour 
much Fleſh. After this I beheld, and lb, ano- 
ther like a LEOPARD, which had upon the 
Back of it four Wings of a Fol; the Bea 
had alſo four Heads ; and Dominion was given 
to it. After this Ifaw in the Night Viſions, 
and behold a fourth Beaſt, dreadful and terri- 
ble, and ſtrong exceedingly; and it had great 
iron Teeth, it devoured and brake in Pieces, 
and ſtamped the Reſidue with the Feet of it, 
and it was divers from all the Beaſts that were 
before it, and it bad ten Horns. 1 confidered 
the Horns, and behold, there came up among 
them another little Horn, before whom there 
were three of the firſt Horns plucked up by the 
Roots: and behold, in this Horn were Eyes 
like the Eyes of a Man, and a Mouth ſpeaking 
great Things, I beheld till the Thrones which 
belonged to theſe Beaſts were caſt down, and 
the Ancient of Days did fit, whoſe Garment 
was white as Snow, and the Hair of his Head 
like the pure Wool: His Throne was like the 


fiery Flame, and its Wheels as burning Fire : 
| 7 


(en 


A. fiery Stream iſſued, and came forth from 
before bim: The Judgment was ſet, and tle 
Books were opened: I beheld then, becauſe of 
the Voice of the great Words which the Horn 
ſhake ; I bebeld even till the Beaſt was ſlain, 
and his Body deſtroyed, and given to the burn= 
ing Flame. 

As concerning the reſt of the Beaſts, they 
had their Dominion taken away ; yet their 
Lives were prolonged for a Seaſon and a 
Time. 

J ſaw in the Nigbi-Viſians, and behold, one 
like the Sen of Man, came cvith the Clouds of 
Heaven, and came to the Ancient of Days, 
and they brought him near befere him. And 
there was given him Dominion, and Glory, 
and a Kingdom, that all People, and Nations, 
and Languages ſhould ſerve him: His Domi- 
nion is an everlaliing Dominion, which ſhall 
not paſs away, and his Kingdom that which 
ſhall not be deſtroyed. 

T Danie! was grieved in my Spirit, in the 
Mid/t of my Body, and the Vifions of my 
Head troubled me. I came near unto one of 
them which ſicod by, and aſked him the Truth 
of all this: ſo be told me, and made known 
the Interpretation of the Things. Theſe great 
Beaſts which are four, are four Kings, which 

C Hal 
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ſhall ariſe cut of the Earth ; but the Saints 
of the moſt High ſhall take the Kingdem, and 
poſſeſs the Kingdom for ever, even for ever 
and ever. 

Here then let us ſtop a little, for although 
we are not yet come -to the moſt material 
Part of this Prophecy of Daniel, with Re- 
gard to our preſent Purpoſe, yet it may not 
be improper to take Breath for a Moment, 
and recolle& the Purport of what hath been 
already mentioned; and upon a Reviſal of 
it, it will appear to be a ſecond, but more 
particular Deſcription of the ſame Period of 
Time, and of the ſame Tranſactions, with 
the Dream ſhewed before to Nebuchaduecæ- 
zar, only under a different Set of emble- 
matical Repreſentations, exhibiting to us an 
Abſtract of the moſt material Affairs, that 
were to happen in this World from the 
Time of the Delivery of this Viſion to 
Daniel, till the triumphant State of the 
Kingdom of the Meſſiab. 

For ſays the Angel to Daniel, Theſe great 
Beaſts which are four, are four Kings, or 
Kingdoms. That is, theſe four Beaſts are 
the emblematical Repreſentations of the four 
great Empires of the World, viz. the A, 
Hrian, Perfian, Grecian and Roman, which 


are 


N 
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are to ſucceed each other, and after: the De- 
termination of which no other univerſal 
Monarchy ſhall ariſe, till tbe Saints of the 
moſt High ſhall take the Kingdom, and poſ- 
feſs it for ever, even for ever and ever. 

Let us therefore ſee how this Interpreta- 
tion will agree with the Particulars of the 
foregoing Parts of this Prophecy. The fir/t 
Beaſt, ſays Daniel, or the Aſſyrian Empire, 
was like a Lion and had Eagles Wings; that 
is, was furniſhed with great Power and 
Strength of various Kinds; but ſays he, I 
beheld till the Wings theresf were plucked, 
and it was lifted up from the Earth, and made 
to ſtand ike a Man, that is, I beheld, till I 
ſaw it deprived of a great Part of its 
Strength, by having its. Wings plucked, 
that is, ſome of its Territories taken from 
it; and being at the ſame Time deprived as 
it were of two of its Feet, by the Revolt of 
two of its Provinces, Media and Perſia, on 
the * Deſtruftion of the Army of Senna- 
cberib before Jeruſalem, it was made to 
ſtand up only on two Legs as a Man, feeble, 
tottering and weak; and had a Man's Heart, 
given it; that is, inſtead of being fierce like 


| a Lion, it became fearful and timorous. 


CE: Now 
* Sve Iſai, xxxvii. 1, and Prid. Con. Part i. B. 12 
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Now it is to be obſerved that this Viſion 
was in the firſt Year of Be//hazzar King of 
Babylon, who was the laſt Prince that filled 
the Throne of the AHrian Empire; which 
was then upon the Decline, or according to 
the Viſion on its laſt Legs. For it was dur- 
ing the Reign of this Prince that Babylon 
was taken by Darius the Mede, which laid 
the Foundation of the Perfan Empire un- 
der Cyrus. 

And the ſecond Beaſt, fays Daniel, was 
[ike a Bear, and it raiſed itſelf upon one Side; 
that is, it raiſed itſelf on one Side firſt, by 
Darius the Mede taking Babylon; and then 
it got upon its Legs by the Conqueſts of Cy- 
rus, who eſtabliſhed the Perfian Empire ; 
and had three Ribs in the Mouth of it, 
between the Teeth of it, that is, the three 
Principalities of Sardis, Babylon and Egypt, 
which were reduced under the Perſan Do- 
minion by Cyrus and his Succeſſors. 

After this I beheld another, ſays Daniel, 
Bike a Leopard. The Activity of which 
Beaſt, and the ſudden Vivacity with which 
it ſeizcth its Prey, being no unſuitable Em- 
blem to repreſent the extraordinary Impetu- 
oſity, with which the Conqueſts of Alex- 


ander ite Great were carried on, who de- 


ſtroyed 
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ſcroyed the Perſian and founded the Grecian 
Empire. Which Beaſt, ſays Daniel, had 
upon the Back of it four Wings of a Fowl, 
and had alſo four Heads, Which is here in- 
ſerted to denote the Diviſion of this Empire 
into four Parts, which came to paſs upon the 
Death of Alexander and Hercules, the two 
Sons of Alexander the Great; the four great 
Captains, viz. Caſſander, Lyfimachus, Pto- 
lemy, and Seleucus, having by mutual Con- 
ſent divided this great Empire amongſt them ; 
Cass AN DER reigning over Macedon, Greece, 
and Epirus; Lys IMAchus over Thrace and 
Bithyma, PToLEMY over Egypt, Libya, 
Arabia, Celofyria, and Paleſtine ; and Sx- 
LEVUCUs over Syria; till they were all re- 
duced again under one Head by Julius Cæ- 


fer, who eſtabliſhed the Roman Empire. 


And behold, ſays Daniel, a fourth Beaſt 
dreadful and terrible and ſtrong exceedingly ; 
and it had great iron Teeth; it devoured and 
brake in Pieces, and ſtamped the Refidue with 
the Feet of it, and it was divers from all the 
Beaſts that were before it, and it had ten 
Horns. Which is an Emblem to denote the 


Power of the Roman Empire, that was ex- 


ceeding ſtrong, and mighty like Iron, and 
devoured every Thing, and trampled all the 
World 
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World under its Feet, and may be ſaid to 
have continued in its Grandeur and undivid- 
ed till after the Time of Theodaſius the Great; 
when it began to break into a great Variety 
of leſſer Principalities, repreſented in this 
Viſion by the Emblem of ter Horns; as it 
was in the preceding Viſion or Dream ſhew- 
ed to Nebuchadnezzar and Daniel, under 
the Emblem of ten Toes, Not that there is 
any Neceſlity to interpret theſe ten Horns li- 
terally of ten Kingdoms, the Word Ten be- 
ing often uſed in the Language of the Scrip- 
tures to ſignify many in general, as when El- 
kanah ſaid to his Wife, * Am I not better to 
thee than ten Sons? So we may alſo under- 
ftand theſe ten Horns as only denoting ma- 
ny Principalities, thaugh Sir 1/gac Newton, 
and others have endeavoured to reduce them 
preciſely to that Number, and whoever has 
a Mind to be further fatished upon that 
Head, may conſult thoſe Authors ; but as I 
do not think ſo literal an Interpretation to 
be neceſſary, I chooſe to decline it at pre- 
ſent, in order to avoid Diſputes. 

And ſays Daniel, I canſidered the Horns, 
end behold, there came up among them another 
Attle Horn, before whom there were three of 


the 
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the firſt Horns pluckt up by the Roots ; and 
behold in this Horn were Eyes hke the Eyes of 
a Man, and a Mouth ſpeaking great Things. 
As this little Horn will be more particularly 
conſidered by and by, I ſhall only obſerve 
at preſent that it is here mentioned as having 
Eyes and a Mouth to denote its being a living 
Creature, or Beaſt, which is an Emblem 
under which Kingdoms and Principalities are 
reprefented by Daniel in this Viſion ; and 
under which Denomination of a Beaſt this 
little Horn is ſpecified immediately after by 
this Prophet; for, ſays Daniel, I bebeld then 
becauſe of the Voice of the Words, which the 
Horn ſpake ; I beheld even till the Beaſt, or 
little Horn, was flarn, and his Body deſtroyed 
and given to the burning Flames; that is, 
till this Principality was entirely overturned. 
As concerning the Reſt of the Beaſts, or the 
other remaining Horns or Kingdoms, they 
had their Dominion taken away; yet their 
Lives were prolonged for a Scaſonand a Tine. 
That is, though their Dominion was ſuper- 
ſeded, yet they were neither utterly nor im- 
mediately deſtroyed, as the little Horn was, 
but were received for à Seaſon and a Time 
as. Subjects under the ſuperior Dominion of 
ene like the Son of Man, 


And 
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And continues Daniel, I ſa in the Night 
Viſons, and behold one lile the Son of Man, 
came with the Clouds of Heaven, and came to 
the Ancient of Days, and they brought him 
near before him; and there was gruen him 
Dominion, and Glory, and a Kingdom, that 
all People, and Nations, and Languages 
ſhould ſer ve him; his Dominion is an ever» 
laſting Dominion, which ſhall not paſs away, 
and his King dom that which ſhall not be de- 
Aroyed. Whence it is plain that the Domi- 
nion of the little Horn is to lait till the Com- 
ing of one like the Son of Man, to whom 
ſhall be given, by the Ancient of Days, a 
Kingdom over all People, Nations and Lan- 
guages, which ſhall never be deſtroyed : that 
is, till the Kingdom of the Metab cometh, 
which 1s to be an everlaſting Kingdom, that 
ſhall not paſs away. 

And now let us proceed, and ſee how this 
agrees with the Explanation of this Viſion, 
as it is unfolded hy the Angel to Daniel in 
the ſubſequent Part of this Prophecy, For 
ſays Daniel, then ] had a Mind to know the 
Truth, (or the true Meaning) of the fourth 
Beaſt, which was divers from all the others, 
exceeding dreadful, whoſe Teeth were of Iron, 

and 


* Dan. vii. 19, Ec. 


(25) 

and his Nails Braſs, which devoured, brake 
in Pieces, and ſtamped the Refidue with bis 
Feet ; and of the ten Horns that were in his 
Head, and of the other which came up, and 
befere whom three fell, even of that Horn that 
had Eyes, and a Mouth that ſpake very. great 
Things, whoſe Look was more ftout than bis 
Fellows, I beheld, and the ſame Horn made 
War with the Saints, and prevailed againſt 
chem; until the Ancient of Days came, and 
the Judgment was given to the Saints of the 
moſt High; and the Time came that the Spints 
poſſeſſed the Kingdom. 

In Anſwer to which thus, He, the Angel, 
ſaid ; the Fourth Beaſt ſpall bethe fourth King- 
dom upon Barth, that is the Reman Empire, 
which ſhall be divers from all Kingdoms, on 
Account of its ten Horns, but more particu- 
larly on Account of the little Horn, which 
the Angel declares is to be divers from all o- 
ther Horns, and ſball devour the whole Earth, 
and ſhall tread it diaun and break it in Pieces. 
And the ten Horns out of this Kingdom are 
ten Kings, or Kingdoms, that ſhall ariſe ; 
and another ſhall ariſe after them, and he ſhall 
be divers from the firſt ten Horns, and he 
ſhall ſubdue three Kings, or Kingdoms; and 


be ſhall ſpeak grear Wards againſt the moſt 
D High, 
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High; and think to change Times and Laws: 


and THEY SHALL BE GIVEN INTO HIS 
HAND UNTIL A Time, Times, AnD 
THE DiviDingG or TIMux, or Half a 
Time. But the Judgment ſhall fit and they 
ſhall take away his Dominion, tv conſume, and 
to deſtroy it unto the End. And the Kingdom 
and Dominion, and the Greatneſs of the King= 
dom under the whole Heaven ſball be given to 
the People of the Saints of the moſt High, 
whoſe Kingdom is an everlaſiing Kingdom, and 
all Dominions fhall ſerve and obey him, Hi- 
therto 1s the End of the Matter. 

Here then we are come again to a Period 
of Time, diſtinguiſhed by the Denomina- 
tion of a Time, Times, and Half a Time, 
which is to commence with the Reign of 
the little Horn, and is to finiſh with the In- 
troduction of the triumphant Reign of the 


Meſſiab, during which Time the Saints are 


to be given into the Hand of the little Horn, 
till the Judgment ſhall fit, - and the Domi- 
nion of the little Horn be taken away, and 
given to one like the Son of Man, whofe 
Dominion ſhall not paſs away, So that if 
we can but find out who this little Horn 1s, 
and when it was that this little Horn did a- 
riſe out of the Roman Empire, we ſhall 

thereby 


8 TY "_ * 5 1 


ö 


n Sata: OO Li a rt 


— \ 
"ob Me At. ac... 2 * e a 


(27) 
thereby be led to diſcover when, and how 
long it is to the End of theſe Wonders, as Da- 
mel in the Place firſt quoted expreſſeth it, 
ſince he there declares that i? ſhall be for a 
Time, Times, and Haif à Time, and when 
God ſhall have accompliſhed to ſcatter the 
Power of the holy People, all theſe Things 


Fall be finiſbed. 


Now as it is manifeſt that this little Horn 
is deſcribed, as riſing up after the Roman 
Empire had been ſplit into en Horns, that 
is, after it had been diſmembered of ſeveral 
of its Provinces, therefore neither Domitian, 
nor Julian, as the Romaniſis would ſuppoſe 
it to be, nor Conſtantine the Great, as ſome 
of the Jews have conjectured, can be deno- 
ted by this little Hern; nor any Prince, or 
Principality whatſoever before the Time of 
Theodefius the Great, till after whoſe Death 
the Roman Empire continued entire and un- 
divided, 

And as one of the Marks whereby this 
little Horn is diſtinguiſhed, is that before it 
three of the finſt Horns were plucked up by 
the Roots, which Particularity is repeated + 
three Tunes, that we may take the more 
Notice of it, I think it very remarkable 

D 2 that 
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thit of all the Kingdoms which have been 


_ erected out of the Spoils of the Roman Em- 


pire, there is no one of all the Princes be- 


longing thereto, who hath taken upon him 


to wear a triple Crown, but the Pope of 
Rome: And I cannot help thinking, that this 
Piece of Pride, which was. at firſt aſſumed 
to denote the Sovereignty of the Biſhop of 
Rome over the three Principalities of which 
the temporal Power of the Popedom is com- 

fed, wiz. the Campagnia of Rome, the 
bare of Ravenna, and the Region of 
Pentapolis, which were plucked up by the 
Roots by King Pepin and Charles the Great, 
and given to the Pope, and of which the 
Patrimony of the Popedom conſiſts to this 
Day; I fay, I cannot help thinking this 
proud Emblem ofa triple Sovereignty in the 
Pope, to be a providential Mark in the Fore- 
head of that Potentate, to guide us to the 
Knowledge of that little Horn, before whom 
three of the firſt Horns fell, and were pluck- 
ed up by the Roots. Which little Horn is alſo de- 
ſcribed as being divers from all other Horns, 
or Kingdoms; and whoſe Menth, ſays the 
Viſion, ſpeaketh great Things, and his Look is 
more flout than his Fellows, and ſhall ſpeak 


great Words againſt the maſt High, and ſhall 


War 
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wear out the Saints, and think to change 
Times and Laws. | 

Which Characteriſticks agree ſo wonder- 
fully to that Potentate, and to that of all the 
Potentates of the Earth alone, that it is 
hardly poſſible to miſtake it. For it is 42 
little Horn, and it is divers from all other 
Horns, as claiming a ſpiritual juriſdiction, 
not only over its own Subjects, but alſo over 
all the Kingdoms in Chriſtendom: So that 
tho' it be a liitle Horn, and very little indeed 
with Regard to the Extent of its temporal 
Dominions, yet hath it « Mouth ſpeaking 
great Things, and a Look more ſlout than its 
Fellonos, inſtead of its Hand, giving its Foot 
to be kiſſed by all that approach it. And he 
(peaketh great Words againſt the moſt High, by 
commanding the Worfhip of Images, and 
Reliques, and Saints; and by preſuming to. 
give Abſolutions, and grant Indulgencies for 
Sins. And he weareth cut the Saints with 
Courts of Inquiſition, and Perſecutions of all 
Sorts; and thinkethto change Times and Laws, 
that is, to make all Inſtitutions human or 
divine ſtoop to his Will and Pleaſure. Of 
which I think I need not produce a ſtronger 
Inſtance than the Character which is given 
of Pope Hildibrand, who aflumed the Name 


of 
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of Gregory the Eleventh, by the learned Du- 
pin, who cannet be ſuſpected as a prejudiced 
Perſon againſt the Pope, further than the 
Force of Truth obliged him to be, ſince he 
lived and died a Member of the Church of 
Rome; who ſays, © * No ſooner was this 
* Man made Pope, but he formed a Deſign 
* of becoming Lord ſpiritual and temporal 
e over the whole Earth; the ſupreme Judge 
ce and Determiner of all Affairs, both Ec- 
& clefiaſtical and Civil; the Diſtributer of 
all Manner of Graces, of what Kind ſo- 
ever; the Diſpoſer not only of Archbiſhop- 
* ricks and Biſhopricks, and all other eccle- 
* ſiaſtical Benefices, but alſo of Kingdoms, 
“ States, and the Revenue of particular 
* Perſons.” And in another Place he ſays, 
«* + That his Aim was to bring all crown'd 
Heads under his Subjection, and to oblige 
* them to hold their Kingdoms as Fiefs of 
e the Holy See, and to govern them at Diſ- 
&« cretion.“ 

And now having found out who this lit 
fle Hern is, which ſpeaketh ſuch proud 
Things, let us endeayour if we can to find 
out when he began to reign; becauſe the 

| Saints 
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Saints are to be given into his Hand for 2 
Time, Times, and a Half, at the End of 
which Period the Scattering of the holy 
People is to be accompliſhed, and the trium- 
phant Reign of the Meſiab to commence. 
And for this Purpoſe I think we cannot poſ- 
fibly aſſign a more proper Period than that, 
when the Pope of Rome had ſo far ſhaked off 
his Dependenceon the Emperor, as to change 
the Manner of Dating his Bulls and Epiſtles 
from the cuſtomary Form of the Year of the 
Reign of each Emperor, to that of Dating 
them by the Years of his own being in the 
Popedom. Which remarkable *Event came 
to paſs A. D. 755, for though the Power 
of the Pope as Biſhop of Rome, was gradu- 
ally encreaſing from the Time that the Em- 
peror Conſtantine had declared in Favour of 
Chriſtianity; yet it was not till the above 
Vear when Pepin King of France came into 
Taly, and conferred on the Pope the Domi- 
nions of the Exarchate of Ravenna, and the 
Region of Pentapolis, that the Commence- 
ment of the Reign of the Pope as a tempo- 

ral Prince can juſtly be dated. 
But as the Period of a Time, Times and a 
Half, that is of three Years and a Half, or 
of 


* Newton's Obſervat. on Dan. p. 79: 
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of 1260 literal Days is long ſince expired 
without the Completion of the remaining 


Part of this Prophecy, that is, of the Re- | 


ſtoration of the Jews, and the triumphant 
Appearance of the Meſſiab, we muſt ſuppoſe 
theſe Days to denote ſo many Years, as was 
cuſtomary in the Language of the Prophets. 
For thus the Prophet Ezetil, in explaining 
one of his own Prophecies, declares, ſay- 
ang, I have appointed tbee ach Day for an 
Year. So that if to this Period of A. D. 
27755, we add the Length of Time for which 
the Saints are to be given into the Hand of 
this little Horn, and which is charaQeriſed 
under the Expreſſion of a Time, Times, and 
a Half, or of 1260 Years, this will bring us 
to A. D. 2015, which nearly correſponds 
with the 6000th Year of the Age of the 
World. About which Time we may pro- 
bably expect the Accompliſhment of the 
Scattering of the Holy People; as alſo that 
the Dominion of the little Horn, which we 
ſee daily decreaſing, will then be entirely 
removed, and conferred on one like the Son 
of Man; who ſhall come with the Clouds 
of Heaven, and there ſhall be Dominion 
and Glory, and a Kingdom given unto him, 

that 
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that all People and Nations, and Languages 
ſhould ſerve him. 

I do acknowledge that this Calculation is 
made according to the Computation of the 
Age of the World among Chriſtian Chro- 
nologers; who generally compute the 43d 
Year of the Reign of Auguſtus Cœſar, from 
whence the Chriſtian Ara commences, to 
have coincided nearly with the 400oth Year 
of the Age of the World. Whereas the 
Jews ſuppoſe the 376 1ſt Year of the World's 
Age to coincincide with the 43d Year of the 
Reign of Auguſtus, which makes a Differ- 
rence of 239 Years between the two Calcu- 
lations. But though I have in a * Treatiſe 
formerly publiſhed, vindicated the Chrono» 
logy of the Hebrewo Bible, as far as it is 
mentioned in the Books of Meſes ; yet I 
fear it cannot be ſo eaſily vindicated after- 
wards; and I fear much more, that fince 
the Babyloniſh Captivity, and the Decay of 
the Spirit of Prophecy in the Jewiſh Church, 
by the Death of Malacbi, the Chronology 
of the Jewiſh Rabbins is hardly to be vindi- 


cated at all. 
E For 


* Publiſhed at L-don, A. D. 1747, by J. Prindley, 
in New-Bond-Street, and entitled the Chronology of the 
HebrewB:b/z vindicated, &c. 
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For though it muſt be acknowledged 
that the Jewiſh Church ſeems to have been 
in its greateſt Purity during the Reign of the 
Maccabees, as happens to all Churches 
when they are under Perſecution, Affliction 
being the Mother of Devotion ; and that 


the Jews were at that Time very obſervant 
of the Ceremonies of their own Religion, 
yet they were then, as at all other Times, 
very unobſervent of what was doing in the 
other Parts of the World, or of making 
themſelves acquainted with Arts or Sciences, 
or with Hiſtory or Chronology in particular; 
Joſephus, who lived about the Time of the 
Deſtruction of the ſecond Temple, being 
the only Hiſtorian of Note, belonging to 
that Nation, and his Numbers muſt be ac- 
knowledged to be very incorrect. 


I do not propoſe, at preſent entering into 

a nice Scrutiny ; or going into any critical 
Diſquiſitions with Regard to the exact Year 
in which any of theſe Events either have al- 
ready, or are likely to come to paſs. Some 
of -the Events, thoſe for Example, which 
relate to the Diviſion of the Roman Empire, 
and the Riſe of the Popedom, having been 
tulfilled 
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fulfilled with ſufficient Exactneſs, to give us 
Reaſon to hope for the fulfilling of the reſt. 
And as the Prophet Zechariah obſerves, * 
that the EVENING of this Day which ſhall be 
Luoumn to the Lord SHALL BE LIGHT; there- 
fore tho' the preciſe Time is not exactly 
ſpecified, there is enough ſufficiently reveal- 
ed to exciteour Curioſity, and make us look 
out for the Break of Day. For in Accounts 
of this Nature where the Computations are 
large, are made up out of a great Variety 
of Events, and the Periods of the Timesto 
be computed are at a great Diſtance from 
each other, the Annumeration of a few 
Years is not to be regarded. And eſpecial- 
ly when we conſider that thoſe Events, 
either of the Downfall of the Popedom, ar 
the Reſtoration of the Jews, or the Eſtabliſh- 
ment of the Kingdom of the Meſſiab, will 
probably not be brought about all at once; 
ſo that although they may begin to. take Ef- 
fect, nearly about the ſame Time, yet they 
will not be compleated in ſo ſhort a Space 
of Time as that of a few. Years, It being 
probable that, according to. the Prophet 
| E 2 Daniel 
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Daniel, the Coming of the Meſſiah in a vi- 
fible Appearance attended with Power and 
great Glory, will not be till about ſeventy- 
five Years after the Overthrow of the Pope- 
dom; during the firſt thirty Years of which 
Period * many fhall be purified, and made 
white and tried, as the Prophet Daniel ex- 
preſſeth it. Who ſays, that from the Time 
when the daily Sacrifice hath been taken away, 
and the Abomination of Aſtoniſhment is ſet up, 
that is, from the Time that the Abomina- 
tion of Aſtoniſhment, or the Popedom, is 
ſet up, after the daily Sacrifice hath been 
taken away, there ſhall be a thouſand two 
hundred and ninety Days, which are thirty 
Days, or prophetic Years, more than the 
onethouſand two hundred fixty Days which 
are allotted for the Deſtruction of the Pope- 
dom. And from thence to the Completion 
of ſeventy five Years, the remaining forty= 
five Years will be ſpent in the further Re- 
ſtoration of the Jews, and the Calling in of 
the Gentiles : For, ſays Daniel, Bleſſed is be 
that waiteth, and cometh to the Thouſand, 
Three Hundred, and five and thirty Days, 


which 
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which are ſeventy five Days, or Years, more 
t han there are in a Time, Times, and Half a 
Time, or in fortyand two Months of Years} 
Which therefore will probably be the pre- 
ciſe Time of the glorious Manifeſtation cf 
the Meſſiah. However when we ſpeak of 
theſe Events in general, and in round Num- 
bers, we may ſuppoſe they will come to paſs 
about the 600oth Year of the Age of the 
World. Which wonderfully coincides with 
an ancient Tradition that prevailed among 
the Jews above 1700 Years ago. Which 
Tradition is to be found in the Talmud, un- 
der the Head Roſch Haſchana, and in the 
Section that begins 7am Tob, and is to this 
Purpoſe: That * this World is to laſt booo 
Years, in its preſent State, and after one 
millinary more, it ſhall be deſtroyed; as it 
is ſaid, and the Lord alone ſhall be exalted in 
that Day, that is, in the ſeventh Millinary. 
According to which Tradition the Jews then 
aſſerted that the Mefiah was to come at the 
End of 6000 Years from the Creation of the 

World 
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World, that the Manner in which God is 
ſaid by Moſes to have created the World, by 
making it in ſix Days, and appointing the 
ſeventh to be a Sabbath of Reſt to Man and 
Beaſt ; as alſo his appointing every ſeventh: 
Year to be a Sabbath of Reſt unto the Land, 
in which they ſhould neither plow nor ſow; 
and every ſeventh Sabbath of Years, to be a 
* Jubilee, in which Liberty ſhould be pro- 
claimed throughout all the Land, unto all 
all the Inhabitants thereof, was a Type of 
this ſeventh Millinary, Which ＋ Tradition 
the Jews then made uſe of in Argument a- 
gainſt the Chriſtians, when theſe laſt upon 
the Deſtruction of the Temple of Jeruſalem, 
by Titus, and the actual ceaſing of the Ob- 
—— and Sacrifice, inſiſted upon it, that ac- 
cording to the Prophecies contained in the 
Hebrew Bible, the Me/iah muſt be come: 
To which the Jews thought it ſufficient to 
reply, that the World was ngt yet 6000 
Years old. 


Whence it appears that the Jews had a 
Tradition of the Coming of the Meſſiab at 
| tho 


*Lev. xxv. 8.9, 10. 
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the End of 6000 Years. But if we conſſ- 
der how they diſpoſed of theſe fix thouſand 
Years, we ſhall then find that they had alſo 
a Tradition that the Meſſiah was to come at 
the End of four thouſand Years. Which 
Tradition is to be found in the Talmud, un- 
der the Head Shanedrim, Section Helec ; as 
alſo in Havoda Zara, Section Liphne Ede- 
hen, to this Purpoſe, that * this World is to 
laſt fix thouſand Years, two thouſand Years of 
which may be reckoned as the Age of Vanity 
or rather of Inanity ; two thouſand the Age 
of the Law; and two thouſand the Age of 
the Meſſiah, 

Whence it is plain that according to this 
Tradition the Mefiah ought to have been 
come above 1700 Years ago, or even accord- 
ing to the Calculations of the Jews themſelves 
above +1 500 Years ago. And therefore in 
order to reconcile theſe two Traditions, we 
are not to ſuppoſe there are to be two Meſ- 
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frah's, as ſome of the Jews have vainly ima- 
vined, for the Scriptures poſitively declare 
that there ſhall be but one Meffrah; for thus 
faith the Prophet Ezekiel, when ſpeaking 
in the Name of God, || I will ſet up ons 
Shepberd over them, and he ſhall feed them, 
even my Servant David, he ſhall feed them, 
and be fhall be their Shepherd. 

And therefore ſince it is manifeſt that the 
Prophet * 1/azah ſpeaks of the Meſſiab as in 
a State of Affliction and Diſtreſs, we may 
- ſuppoſe theſe two thouſand Years of the 
Days of the Me/jiah, which the Tradition 
reckons as Part of the fix thouſand Years, 
to be his State of Humiliation; fince it 1s 
allowed on all Hands both by Jews and 
Chriſtians, that the Me/ab hath not yet ap- 
peared in his State of Exaltation. 

And correſpondent hereto is the Tradition 
of Rabbi Aba, in that Part of the Talmud 
before quoted, viz. in Roſch- Haſchana, in 
the Section that begins Jom Tob, Wherein 
he aſſerts that after two Milliniaries then ſhall 
come one of Refreſhing, in Proof of which 
he quotes the Prophet Hoſea, where he ſays, 
+t After two Days he will revive us, in the 

third 


I Ezek, xxxiv. 23. 
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third Day he will raiſe us up, and we ſhall 
live in his Sight, Which undoubtedly al- 
ludes to the two Millinaries of Years, during 
which Time the Kingdom ofthe Meſſiah is to 
be in its depreſſed State, whereas in the third it 
ſhall be raiſed into a State of Glory, And 
therefore the Probability is that the grand 
Jubilee of the ſeventh Millinary will be ho- 
noured by the Appearance of the Meſſiah in 
a State of Triumph and Glory; when the 
Kingdom and Dominion, and the Greatneſs of 
the Kingdom under the whole Heaven, ſhall be 
given to the People of the Saints of the moſt 
High, whoſe Kingdom is an everlaſiing King- 
dom, and all Dominions ſhall ſerve and obey 
him. Which, ſays the Prophet Daniel, is 
the End of the Matter, 

As to the Unity of the Godhead which 
you ſo much inſiſted on, you may be aſſur- 
ed that the true chriſtian Doctrine aſſerts 
that Poſition as ſtrongly as the Jews can poſ- 
ſibly do. I do indeed acknowledge that 
ſome Diſputes, which aroſe among Chriſtian 
Divines in the fourth Century, and which 
are not yet quite aboliſhed, gave too much 
Cauſe for the Enemies of Chriſtianity to 
triumph ; but as it would be hard upon you 
to be obliged to vindicate all the idle Deci- 
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fions of your Schools; ſo neither ſhall I at- 
tempt to vindicate all the filly Determina- 
tions of our Councils. 

You know, as well as I, that the Word 
Elobim, God, is in the Hebrew Bible applied 
to Men and Angels, as well as to the ſu- 
preme God, without impeaching the Unity 
or Supremacy of the one God. And that not 
only the Appellation of the Sor of God, but 
alſo of God, is applied to the Meſſiah, in par- 
ticular in the Scriptures of the Old Teſta- 
ment, as for Example, when God, ſpeaking 
of the Meſſiah, ſays to David, *I will be 
bis Father, and he ſhall be my Son. Wherefore 
the holy David when ſpeaking in the Spirit, 
concerning this Promiſe, faith, + I ll de- 
clare the Decree Jehovah hath ſaid unto me, 
Thou art my Son, this Day have I begotten 
thee. Nor is he only ſpoken of under the 
Character of the Son of God, but alſo as 
God. For thus the holy David, when ſpeak- 
ing of the Meſſiab, faith, || Thy Throne, O 
God, is for ever and ever; the Sceptre of thy 
Kingdom is a right Sceptre: Thou loveſt 
Righteouſneſs and hateſt Wickedneſs; therefore, 
O Ged, thy God, hath anointed thee with the 
Oil of Gladneſs above thy Fellows, And the 
| | Prophet 
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Prophet Iſaiah, when ſpeaking of the ſame 
Perſon, faith, * Behold your God will come 
with Vengeance, i. e. to ſubdue + his Ene- 
mies, even God with a Recompence, i. e. for 
the || Remiſſion of our Sins, He will come 
end ſave you, Then the Eyes of the Blind 
ſhall be opened, and the Ears of the Deaf fhall 
be unſlopped, &c. Which Texts with many 
others, to the ſame Purpoſes, are univerſally 
applied to the Metab, by all Divines both 
Jewiſh and Chriſtian. 

And if you will allow us the ſame Lati- 
tude of Interpreting our Scriptures, as you 
take in the Interpretation of yours, you will 
find the Unity and Supremacy of the one on- 
ty God as ſtrongly aſſerted therein, as in your 
Scriptures, As a Proof of which I ſhall beg 
leave to produce one Text out of many, 
which is to be found in the Writings of 
Paul of Tarſus, who was one of the Apoſtles 
of Jeſus, whom we ſuppoſe to be the Chriſt 
or the Meſſiab. And that is in his Epiſtle to 
the Corinthians, where he ſays, * For tho! 
there be that are called Gods, whether in Hea- 
ven or in Earth, (as there be Gods many, and 
Lords many) yet to us there is but one God, 
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the Father, of whom are all Things, and ws 
in him; and one Lord Jeſus Chriſt, by whom 
are all T hings, and we by him. And in an- 
other Place he faith, * Though we or an An- 
gel from Heaven, preach any other Goſpel un- 
fo you, than that which wwe have preached un- 
fo you, let him be accurſed, With whom I 
fincerely join in ſaying Amen. 

As to our Reaſons for laying aſide the 
Practice of Circumciſion, and the reft of 
the Moſaical Inſtitutions, this would take up 
more Time than I am Maſter of at preſent, 
to put it in an eaſy and true Light: but if I 
find that what 1 have here written meets 
with a proper Reception, I ſhall not decline 
giving you all the Satisfaction in my Power 
upon thoſe Heads, as well as upon any other 
which either may occur to myſelf, or ſhall 
be ſuggeſted unto me. In the mean Time, 
I recommend you to the divine Protedtion, 

and remain, 


Your fincere Well-wifher, 


and moſt obedient, humble. Servant, 


ROBERT CLOGHER. 
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POITESCRIET 


The polite Reception, which the above 
Letter met with in Manuſcript, hath 
encouraged me to ſend it to you inPrint; 
and to proceed in endeavouring to diſ- 
charge the Engagement above entered 
into. And I can now promiſe that it 
will not be long before I ſhall do my- 
ſelf the Honour of ſending you a ſe- 
cond Letter on the Subject therein men- 
tioned, which will conclude with an 
Abſtract of the Evidence on which our 
Belief in the Chriſtian Religion 19 
founded, 
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